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New-Jerfey Society, 

jofeph Bloomfield, 
William Coxe, junior, 
john Wiftar, 
Robert Pearfim, 
Franklin Davenport. 

Pennfylvanla Society, 

William Rogers, 
William Ravvle, 
Samuel Powel Griffitts, 
Robert Patterlbn, 
Samuel Coates, 
Benjamin Rufh. 

. Delaware Society, 

Warner Mifflin, 
li'aiah Rowland, 
Jofeph Hodgfon, 
John Pemberton, 

mimingtofi Society (Jlate of Delaware,) 
fofeph Warner, 
ifaac H. Starr, 
Robert Coram. 

Maryland Society, 

Samuel Sterett, 
James Winchefter, 
Jofeph Towniend, 
Adam Fonerdon, 
jllTe Hollipgfworth., 



Chejler 
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Chejter-to^m Society (Jlaie. of Maryumd,') 
joieph Wilkinfon, 
fames Maflm, 
Abraham Rklgelv. 

Of wliom the following appeared and took 
their feats, v'm. 

Uriah Tracy, 
Thomas Franklin, junior<> 
Wiliiam Dunlap, 
Jofeph Bioorafield, 
William Coxe, junior, 
Robert Pearlbn, 
William Rogers, 
William Rawle, 
Samuel Powei Griffitt«, 
Robert Patterfon, 
Samuel Coates, 
Benjamin Rufh, 
Warner Mifflin^ 
Ifaiah Rowland, / 
Jofeph Hodgfon, 
John Pembcrcon, 
Jofeph Warner, 
Ifaac H. Start , 
Samuel Sterett, 
|oieph Townfendj 
Jofeph Wilkinfon, 
Abraham. Ridgely^ 

Jofeph Bloomfield was cleded Preiidcnt of 
the GonvcntiQD^ 

Jblm 



Jolin M'Cree, one of tL^ Secretaries of 
the Peonfylvania Abolition Society, vvas ap- 
pointed Secretary, and Jofeph Fry^ Door- 
keeper. 

Agreed, Tliat ail Cjiieilions, which fliall 
come before this Convention, be decided by 
a majority of the votes of the members pre- 
fent. 

Benjamin Rufh, William Durilap, Samuel 
Stereft, William Rawle, and Warner Mifflin, 
were appointed a committee to , report the 
objeds proper for the confideration of this 
Convention, and the befl; plan for carrying 
the fame into execution. 

Adjom-ned^ 

JANUARY Second. 

Adam Fonerdbn and Jeffe HolUngfwortb, 
two of the Delegates from the Maryland 
Society, appeared and tQok their feats. 

Abfalam Baird, delegated to reprefent the 
Walhington Society in Pennfylvania, appear- 
ed, produced his credentials, and took his feat. 

A letter, directed to the Convention, from 
Robert Plcafants, Chairman of the committee 
of correfpondence of the Virginia Society^ 
waj prefentcd and read. By this letter it 
appears, that Samuel Pleafants and Ifraei 
Pleafants, of the city of Philadelphia, were 
appointed to reprefent that Society,, in this 

" Convention; 
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Convention; or, in cafe of theii declining or 
be ng prevented from ading, the Conven- 
tion were left at liberty to nominate two other 
members as their reprelentatives. 

Whereupon, 

Refoived, That as information, and an im- 
referved comparifon of one another's fen- 
timents, relative to the important caufe in 
which we are feveraily engaged, are our prin- 
cipal objedsji^ and as the perfons appointed 
by the Virginia Society, are not citizens of 
that ftate, nor members of that Society — ^to 
admit them, or, according to their propofal, 
for us to ele£t others as their reprefentatives, 
would be highly improper. 

In this letter was enclofed an authentic 
account of feveral veffels lately fitted out m 
Virginia, for the African flave-trade, 

The Prefident was diredled to acknowledge^ 
the receipt of this letter, to inform the Vir- 
ginia Society of the refolution of the Con- 
vention thereon, and to thank them for the 
above interefting information. 

Benjamin Rufti, from the committee ap- 
pointed to bring in a report on the objedls 
proper for the confideration of this Conven- 
tion, and the beft plan for carrying the fame 
into execution, produced one, which being 
confidered and amended, was adopteji as 
f<3liows, viz, 
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Firfti That a memorial be prefented to 
Congrefs, praying that Body to prohibit, by 
law, the citizens of the United States, from 
cairying on. a commerce, in ilaves, for the 
fupply of foreign nations; and, alfo, to pro- 
hibit foreigners from fitting their ffiips in the 
ports of the United States, for the purpofe 
of carrying on the flave-trade. 

Second^ That memorials and petitions be 
prefented to the Legiflatures gf fuch of the 
llates as have not yet palTed laws to prohibit 
the importation of flaves — 'to enaiJ^'laws for 
thac purpofe; and, alfo, to the Legiflatures of 
the individual ftates — to prevent flaves from 
being forcibly carried away; and to grant to 
fuch of them as have been, or. may be eman- 
cipated, fuch a participation in civil privi- 
leges, as, by the diffufion of knowledge 
among them, they may, from tim^ to time, 
^be qualified to enjoy. 

Thlrd^ That addrelTes be fent to the diffe- 
rent Abolition Societies, recommending to 
them to continue their zeal and exertions, in 
behalf of fuch of our African brethren as are 
yet in bondage; alfo, to ufe their utmoft 
endeavours to have the children of the free 
and other Africans, inftrudied in common- 
literature— in the principles of virtue and 
religion, and afterwards in ufeful naechanical 
arts; thereby to prepare them for becoming 
good citizens of the United States. 

Fourth 



Pimr/i?, That an addrefs be written, arid 
|)iibHQied to the citizens of the United States^ 
to aprefs upon them, in the moff. forcible 
inanner, the obligations of juftice, hiimaiiity" 
and benevolence towards our African bre- 
thren, whether in bondage or free, and tO" 
requeft their concurrence with us in all the 
objeifis of the prefent Convention. 

Fifths That it be recommended to tbe ;^if* 
ferent Abolition Societies, to appoint l^ete* 
gatejj to meet in Goiivcntion, at Fhiikdeli^hijai^ 
on the firft Wednefday of Januatyj ^'^95* 
and dri the fame day, in every year aiter^ 
wards, until the gi*edt Gbje^t^ of their ori- 
gina! aflbciatibn be accoriipiilbed. 

The following committees were then ap- 
pointed, vl%* 

William Rawle^ William S ogers, arid Wil- 
liam Dunlap, to prepare a mfc.?norial to Con- , 
grefs, as propofed in the firft fection of the 
above report. 

Samuel Sterett, William Rawle, ^nd Wil- 
liam Dunlapi to prepare, memorials to the 
different LegiflatureSj as propofed in the 
fecond fe^ition* 

Sai-puel P. Griflitts, William Coxe, junior^ 
and Abraham Ridgely, to prepare addrelSes 
to the fevcral Abolition Societie^j jis propofed 
in the third fediooi , , .. 

iSenj^mim 
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. Benjamin Rufli, Warner Mifflin, and liaac 
H, Starr, to prepare aa addrefs to the citizens 
of the United States, aspropofed in the fourth 
fedion. 

Adjourned. 

- JANUARY Third. 

. Samuel Gterett, from the committee ap- 
poiRted to prepare memorials to the Legif- 
latures of the drft'erent ftates, prefented two 
effays ; one to be prefented to the Legiflatures 
of fuch of the ftates, as have not palled laws 
to prohibit the importation ;of Haves; and 
the other to be prefented to the Legiflatures 
of the individual ftates, who have, not abo- 
liftied domeftic flavery; which were read, ^nd 
ordered to lie oq the tabic. 

Adjourned. 

JANUARY Fourth. 

Samuel . P. Griffitts, from the committer 
ap j)ointed for the ^iirpofe, reported an addrefs 
to the different Abolition SSocieties; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Benjamin Rulh, from the committee ap- 
poititted for the purpofe, Reported an addrefs 
to the citizens of the United States ; which 
was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

, The 
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The memorial, addreied to the flates who 
have not enadcd laws to prohibit the import- 
ation of flaves, was read a fecond time, and^ 
being confidered, was, after fome amend- 
ments, agreed to as follows, vii^^ 

To the ' % 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates, 
from the feVeral Societies, formed ifl diSe* 
rent part« of the Unityi States, for pro- 
moting the abolitioii of flavery, in Con- 
vention aflenriMed at Philatdelphia^ on th€ 
firft 4ay of January, 1 794, 

tiefpe&fully jhew, ; ' 

THAT, aduated by a defire to vin(iic^te 
the' hpapur of the tJnited Statea, the 
t, rights of map, and the dignitj of bupan liia- 
ture, the Abolition Societies, jii various aad 
diftant parts of the Union, Vav^ delegated y buE 
memorlglifts, to cpnfid^r of, ;^nd endeavour ta 
promote, fuch plans as n>^y tend to diipiniflx 
the number of flaves in £he Unit^ijl States, me- . 
Borate their fituation, and eventually eradicate 
an evil, entailed upon us pur anceftorsj 
which muft, as long as it exiflfs, be confidered 
as a difhonourable ftain upon a country, the 
bafis of whofe political happinefs is man's 
eqiial rights. , 

\Ve, therefore, earnellly entreat you, to 
take into confideration the propriety and ne- 

aeffity 



^eiTity of eaa^ii^g laws, to prohibit the iniposw 
tation of Saves into y^ur ilate, from any fo^ 
reign couattyj or from any neigbbouring ilate. 

We prefume not here to expatiate, to the 
Reprefentatives of an ealightened people, on 
the injuttice, immorality^ and dread^il tea-' 
dency of the flave^tradej fully perfuaded that 
men, in your refpeftable fituatioh, are think-* 
iBg meii, and that all who rej3e<3; on this fub^ 
je^ H^uft fcaye been long convinced of thefe 
t^ihs, Biit, Qtntlemcn, the evil exifts, and 
furuly it 18 well worthy of your confideration; 
it |s an evil of great magnitude, and to pre- 
vent its growth^ and gradusdly to ^^ftroy it. 
Is an qbje^^ of weighty import. 

Permit us then refpedfully to fugj;^eft, that 
the firft ftep to bei takein is to prohibit an ac- 
cumulation of the evil, by any further impor- 
tation. Many of yoiir fifter ftates have adopt- 
ed this meafufe, and h^^ve ngt found any difad-^ 
vantages anfmg therefrom. On the contrary, 
they have fhewn their approbation of the mea- 
fure, on trial, by enabling fubfequent laws, 
giving to the firft additional force and e^cacy. 

Your memorialifts therefore hope, that, 
on confiderationj, you will add your Hate to 
the number of thofe which prohibit the im- 
portation of flaves; and thus contribute to 
abolifh a pra^^tice, no lefs deftriidive to the 
interefts of the United States, than to the 
general caufe of humaiiity. 



Isiftead of th& Mt paragraph, the follow- 
ing was atgm d to be fub0;ltyted in the jxie? • 
moiial to hp prefented tp ibe LegiilaWe of 
South Ca^pllua, viz* 

Your meMmHfts therefore hope, that, 
on coflrideration, you will make perpetual the 
Iav% which you have already ena£ted for the 
above purpofe; thereby adding your ftate to 
the number of thofe which totally prohibit 
the importation of flaves, and thus contribute 
to aboiifb a practice, no lefs deftruaive to the 
jnterefts of the United States, than to thc gCf- 
p^ral capfe of hufbamty. 

The memorial addrefied to the individual 
ftates, who have not yet abohflied domeftic 
fl?.vcry, yvas read a fecodd time; and, being 
rOnfidered and amended, was agreed to a» 

fpJioWS, '•P/JS. : . ',■>'.' i'-';^ 

Tp ihe ' , , . ['\:'., qfJh 

State of ^ T; 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates 
from the feveral Societies, formed in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro- 
moting the abolition of ilavery, in Con- 
vention aifembled at Philadelphia, on the 
lirft day of January, 1794. 

Refpe&fully Jbew^ 

np*HAT, having been appointed, and con- 
j[ vened for the general purpofcs of con- 
iidering i^nd endeavoiiring to fuggeft thernfift 

eligible 
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eligible pktis for promoting the abolition 
Havery s and ^ where its fuppre«ion cannot be 
©btainedj to effed its alkviation, they have 
been unavoidably led to contemplate, how 
much remains in. the power of the LegiHa- 
tnre to perforn).. 

ft has, therefore, become* their duty, re- 
^(Jifully. to reprelent to your iloufe, fome 
^ tliofe evils which are ftill permitted to con- 
tinufej and, in the name of fellow-men, to 
foiicic its; ipr^t&dion, its affiftance, and its 
juftice. 

Some of the principal evils, foremoft in 
ihe group of calamities, incident to the prac- 
tice of Ilivery, your mcmorialifts take the 
liberty of Ipecifying. 

Niegroes, cpnfidered merely a$ fubje£ts of 
property, ite ^equently carried off, by forcp, 
frpm their deareft connexions, and tranf- 
pohed to places, where even the feverity 
their former bondage is encreafed; where a 
new climate, rigid laws, and defpotic man* 
ners-. render their defpair complete. 

As fubjeds ' of property, they likewife 
become the dbjeds of plunder; and the evils 
already mentioned,; are aggravated by the 
violence with ^hieli they ai*e executed. 

Until a radical abolition of flaVery itfelf, 
by exploding the general opinion, that the 
colour df a man is evidence of his^depriva- 
tion of the rights of manj fhall afford more 

effedual 
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effedual fecurity, it is prefiimed, that tlie 
kgiflative protettion of abfolute prohihitioria, 
aiid of adequate penalties, may be reafona-^ 
bly expected. 

The voice of reafoh, and the impulfe of 
huruanity, always at war with injuftice, gra- 
dually tend to tfie emancipation of flaves; but 
laws, often made in earlier times, or for dif- 
ferent objeds, OGcafionaily interpofe betweeia 
the intention and the adt. To enumerate 
thofe obftacles to individual emancipati*" a 
which ftill remain, fcmetimes obvious, and 
fometimes conceited in the mafs of muni- 
cipal regulations, would exceed the reafon- 
able bounds of the prefent application; hut, 
with a knowledge of their exiftence, and a 
fenfe of their injuftice, your memorialifts 
refpe^tfully pnite a requeft, that individual 
emancipation may, if not, promoted by en- 
couragements, at leaft be relieved from inci- 
dental penalties. 

Yet, in breaking the fetters, and removing 
the forrows of flavery, what do we efFe£i, if' 
the new-made man is relieved from the power 
of one, only to be fenfible of his hopelefs 
inferiority to all ? As the opinions of men con- 
tinue to be regulated, we know, that the negro 
has little to expert from the diftribution of 
public fundions; — ftill there areceitaiin rights, 
not privileges, certain claims, noti favours, 
||) which, we conceive, leg'ilative juftlG^ 
might fafely adroit him* 

Of 
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Of what ijfe is his hard-earnecl property^; 
if the law does not fpread its defence around 
him? Ot{ how is his iiberty fecured, if ha 
lofes little more than the name of a flave? 
Donations fo inefiedual, and benevolence fo 
incompletCj ckn only ex':itc diflatisfadlon, and 
fupprefe induftry. To acquitt^n ufeful mem- 
ber of the coramunity, we fhould hold up to 
his, view a participation in its privileges. 
We promqte induftry, by rewarding it, and 
Encourage knowledge, by rendering it the 
mear^s of perceiving happinefs. 

la addition to the. objects already menti-^ 
oneda your memorialifts, therefore, refped- 
fully folicit the Legiflature to grant to fuch as 
have been, or may be emancipated, fuch a 
participation ih civii privileges, as, by the 
diSlifion of knowledge among them, they 
jnay, from time to time, be qualified to enjoy. 

Inftead of the three laft paragraphs, the 
following was agreed to be fubftituted, in the 
memorial to be prefented to the feveral Legi-^ 
flatures of the ftates of Delaware, New-Jerfey, 
New-York, Connedicut, and Rhode-Ifland, 

Our prefent application to the Legiflature 
of terminates with thefe 

requells: 

We have obferved, and we acknowledge, 
with pkafure, the liberality of its conftit% 
tion, and the humanity of its laws. 

As 
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As the prejudices, which thei'e laws were 
briginaliy intended to combat, are gradually 
• dilpcUed, their ufeful effedls will become 
more obviows and permanent. Liberality and 
humanity will extend from the archives of 
your ftate to the pradice of your citizens. 
It will be confeffed, that none of your pro- 
vifions, avowing and fecurihg the rights of 
fellow-creatures, ought to excite repentance 
or difcourage imitation. It wiH be /found, 
that an increafe of the ufeful qualities of the 
African citizen, will keep pace with the kind- 
nefs and protedicn of which he partakes; a:.J^ 
in future, the dignified office of the Legif- 
iature, %vii! not be to repeal or retrain, but 
to enlarge and enforcj, the provifions in his 
favour* 

And in the memorial to be prefented to the 
Legillature of the ftate of Pei^nfylvania, the 
following paragraph was agreed to be fubfti- 
tuted, v/s;. 

To the Legiflature of that JIate which, ia 
favour of the unhappy African, firft difpelled 
the clouds of prejudice, and firft extended the 
hand of confolation, no further requeft, oa 
our part, at prefent, remains. We have ob- 
ferved, and we acknowledge with pleafure, the 
liberality of ns conftitution, and the human-r 
ity of its laws. We have feea that the elFedl 

of 
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of none of tlieir provifionsj avowing and fe- 
curing the rights of fellow -creatures, has ex- 
cited repentance, or discouraged imitation ; we 
have witneiTed- an increafe of the ufeful qua- 
lities in the African citizen, keeping pace with 
the kindnefs and protedlion of which he par- 
takes j and we have found the iegiflative atten- 
tion employed, not in repealing and reflrain- 
ing, but in enlarging and enforcing, its- former 
prpvifioas m his favour. 

JANUARY Sixth. 

William Rogers, from the committee ap" 
pointed for the purpole, reported a memo- 
rial to Congrefs, which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

The addrefs to the Abolition Societies was 
read a feeorid time, and, being confidered and 
amended^ was agreed to as follows, 

jTo the Society for 

promoting the abciition of Slavery ^ ^r. 

IT is with peculiar pleafure we inform you,; 
that the Convention of Delegates, from 
moft of the Abolition Societies formed in the 
United States, met in this city, have, with 
much unanimity, gone through the bufmefs 
which came before them. The advantages 
to be derived from this meeting are fo evi- 
dent 
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dent, that we have agreed carneftly to recom- 
mend to yoii, that a fimiiar meeting be ati-^ 
niialiy convened, untii, the great objed; oF 
our airociation-— the liberty of our fellow- 
men — £hall be fuily and unequivocally efta- 
blifhed. 

To obtain this important end, we conceive 
that it is proper,' conftantly to have in view 
the neceffity of ufing our utmoft and unre- 
mitting endeavours to abolifli flavery, and ta 
protect and mcUorate the condition of che 
enflaved, and of the emancipated. The ir- 
reiiftible, though fdent progrefs of the prin- 
ciples of true philofophy^ will do much for; 
us; but, placed in a fituation well adapted to 
promote thefe principles, it furely becomes 
us to improve every occaiion of forwarding 
the greai defigns of our inftitutions. , For 
this purpofe, we think it proper to requeft 
you to unite with us, in the moft ftrenuous 
exertions, to eiTeQ a compliance with the 
laws in favour of emancipation; and, where 
thefe laws are deficient, refpedfcful applications 
to the State-Legiilatures fliould not be difcon- 
tinued, however unfuccefsful they may prove. 
• — Let us remember, for our confolation and 
encouragement in thefe caies, that, although 
intereft and prejudice may oppofe, yet the 
fundamental principles of our government, 
as well as the progreffive and rapid influence 
of reafon and religion, are in our favour—- 

m 
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anc! let us never be difcouraged by a fear of 
the event, from performing any talk of duty, 
when clearly pointed out; for it is an un- 
doubted truth- — that no good effort can ever 
be entirely loft. 

While contemplating the great principles 
of our aifociations, we cannot refrain from 
recommending to your attention the propri- 
ety of ufmg your endeavours to form, as cir- 
cuniftances may require, Abolition Societies 
in your own, and in the neighbouring ftates; 
as, for want of the concurrence of others, 
the good intentions and efforts of many an 
lioneft and zealous individual, are often de- 
feated. 

But, while we wifh to draw your attention 
to thefe obje<Sts, there is another Vv'hich wc 
cannot pafs over. We are all too much ac- 
cuftomed to the reproaches of the enemies of 
our caufej on the fubje6t of the ignorance 
and crimes of the Blacks, not to wifii that 
they were ill-founded. /\nd thoii:gh, to us, 
it is fufficiently apparent, that this ignorance, 
and theie crimes, are owing to the degrading 
ilate of llavery ; yet, may we not, with con- 
fidence, attempt to do away the reproach ? — 
Let us ufe our endeavours to have the chil- 
dren of the emancipated, and even of the 
enllaved Africans, inftruded in common lite- 
rature — in the principles of virtue and reli- 
gion, and in. thofe mechanic arts which will 

keep 
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keep them moft cooRatitjy employed, aad, 
of coiirfe, will Ids fubjedt theoi to idleneis 
and debauchery; and thus prepare them for 
becoming good citizens of the United Statf-s: 
a privilege and elevation to which we look 
forward with pleafure, and which we believe 
can be bed merited hj habits of induftry and 
virtue. 

We fhall tranfmit you an exad: copy* of 
our proceedings, with the different memorials 
and addreffes \rhich to us have appeared ne- 
ccffary at this' time; and would recommend 
to you the propriety of giving full powers to 
the Delegates who are to meet in the year 
1795; believing, that the bufmefs of that 
Convention will be rendered more eafy and 
more extenfivcly ufeful, if you fend, by your 
Reprefentatives, certified copies of the con- 
ftitution and laws of your Society, and of all 
the laws exifting in your ftate concerning fia- 
very, with fuch fadts relative to this bufinefs, 
as may afcertain the refipedtive fituation of 
ilavery, and of the Blacks in general. 

The addrefs to the citizens of the United 
States was read a fecond time, and, beiing 
confidered and amended, %vas agreed to as foi- 

loWSj VIZ. 

To 
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T& the Citizens of the United States* 

The addrefs of the Delegates from the feveral 
Societies, formed in different parts of the 
United States, for promoting the abolition 
of flavery, in Convention alTembled at 
Philadelphia, on the firft day of January^ 
1 794. 

Friends and Fellow-citizens^ 

UNITED to you by the ties of citizen- 
fbip, and partakers with you of the 
blellings of a free government, we take the 
liberty of addrelTmg you, upon a fubjed, highly 
interefting to the credit and profperity of the 
United States. 

It is the glory of our country to have ori^ 
ginated a fyftem of oppofition to the com- 
merce in that part of our fellow-creatures, 
who cottipofe the nations of Africa. 

Much has been done by the citizens of 
Tome of the ftates to abolilh this difgraceful 
traffic, and to improve the condition of thofe 
unhappy people, whom the ignorance, or the 
avarice of our anceftors had bequeathed to 
us as Haves: but the evil ^ilill continues, and 
our country is yet difgraced by laws and 
practices, which level the creature man with 
a part of the brute creation. 

Many reafons concut in perfuading us to 
aboliih domeftic flavery in our country. 

It 



It is ioconfifteot with the fafetj of the 
liberties of the United States. 

Freedom and flavery cannot iongexitt to- 
gether. An unlimited power over the tiniCj 
labour, and pofterity of our fellow-creatures, 
necelTanly unfits men for difcharging the pub- 
lic and private duties of citizens of a republic. 

It is inconfiftent with found policy; in ex- 
pofmg the ftates which permit it, to all thofe 
evils which xnfurredtions, and the moft re«- 
fentfiil war have introduced into one of the 
licheft iOands in the Weft-Indies. 

It is unfriendly to the prefent exertions of 
the inhabitants of Europe, in favour of liberty. 
What people will advocate freedom, with a 
5£eal proportioned to its bleflingSj while they 
view the pureft republic in the M'orld tolerat- 
ing in its bofom a body of Haves? 

In vain has the tyranny of kings been 
rejeded, while we permit in our country a 
domeftic defpotifm, which involves, in its 
nature, moft of the vices and miferies that 
we have endeavoured to avoid. 

It is degrading to our rank as men in the 
fcale of being. Let us ufe our reafon and 
focial aifed:ions for the purpofes for which 
they were given, or ceafe to boaft a pre- 
eminence over animals, that are unpolluted 
with our crimes. 



But 
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But higher motives to juftice and human- 
ity towards our fellow-creatures remain yet 
to be mentioned. 

Domeftic flavery is repugnant to the prin- 
ciples of Chriftianity. It proftrates every be- 
nevolent and juft principle of aftion iu the 
human heart. It is rebellion againft the au- 
thority of a common Father. It is a prad:i- 
cal denial of the extent and efficacy of the death 
of a common Saviour. It is an ufurpation 
of the^prerogative of the Great Sovereign 
of the univerfcj who has lolemnly claimed an 
exclufive property in the fouls of men. 

But if this view of the enormity of the evil 
of domeftic flavery Oiould not aSed: us, there v 
is one confideration more which ought to 
alarm and imprefs us, efpecially at the pre^ 
feat jundure. 

It is a violation of a divine precept of 
univerfal juftice, which has, in no inftaiice, 
efcaped with impunity. 

The crimes of nations, as -well as of indi- 
viduals, are often defignated in their puniili- 
Rients; and we conceive it to b'e no forced 
conftrudion, c^f fome of the calamities which 
now diftrefs or impend our country, to believe 
that they are the rneafure of evils, which we 
have meted to others. 

The ravages committed upon many of our 
fellow-citizens by the Indians, and the depre- 
dations upon the liberty and commerce of 

others 
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others oi the citizens of the United States 
by the Algerines, both unite in proclaiming 
to us, in the moft forcible lancuaire, to looie 
the bands of wickedncfs, to break every yoke, 
to undo heavy burthens, and to let the op-- 
preffed go free." 

We Oiall conclude this addrefs by recoiipL'?' 
mending to you, 

Fir/I, To refrain immediately from that 
fpecies of rapine and murder which has im- 
properly been foftened with the name of the 
African trade. It is Indian cruelty, and Alge- 
rlne piracy, in another form, 

SeconJIjf To form Societies, in every ftate, 
for the purpofe of promoting the abolition 
of the fiave- trade, of domeftip lla^ery, the 
relief of perfons unlawfully held in bondage, 
and for the improvement of the condition 
of Africans, and their defcendants amongft us» 

The Societies, which we reprefent,^ have 
beheld, with triumph, thefuccefsof their ex- 
ertions^ in many inftances, in favour of their 
African brethren ; and, in a full reliance upon 
the continuance of divine fupport and direc- 
tion, they humbly hope, their labours will 
never ceafe, while there exifts a fuigle flave 
hi the United States^ 

JANUARY, 
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JANUARY Seventh. 

Tl).e memorial to Congrefs was read a fe- 
cond time, and, being confidered and amend- 
ed, was agreed to as follows, viz, 

"iTf? the Senate and Houfc of Reprefentativcs of 
the United States in Congrefs affemblcd. 

The memorial and petition of the Delegates 
from the feverai Societies, formed in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, for pro- 
moting the abolition of flavery, in Con- 
vention affembled at Philadelphia, on the 
firft day of January, 1794. 

RefpeBftiUy fheWi 

"^j^ HAT your memorlalifts, having been 
JL appointed, by various Societies, in dif- 
ferent parts of the Union, for the benevolent 
purpofe of endeavouring to alleviate or fup- 
prefs fome of the miferies of their felknv- 
creatures, deem it their duty to approach the 
Congrefs of the United States v/ith a refpe£l- 
fiil reprefentation of certain evils,-~-the unau- 
thorifed afts of a few, but injurious to the 
intereft and reputation of all. 

America, dignified by being the firft in 
modern times, to aifert and defend the equal 
rights of man, fufFers her fame to be tarnifhed, 
and htr example to be weakened, by a cruel 

commerce. 
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commerce, carried on from feme of her portSj 
for the fupply of foreign nations with African 
ilaves. 

To enumerate the horrors incident to this 
inhuman traffic, of which al! the worft palTions 
of mankind form the principal materials, 
would be unneceffary, when we offer to prove 
its exiftence. 

Nor is it requifite to confume much of your 
valuable time in the endeavour to prove it a 
national injury. 

While it expofes the lives and the morals 
of our feamen to peculiar danger, it renders 
all complaint^ of retaliation unjuft; for thofe 
who deprive others of their liberty, for the 
benefit of foreign countries, cannot reafonably 
murmur, if, by other foreign nations, they are 
deprived of their own. 

True it is, that the captivity at Algiers is 
not without a hope, and that the llavery of 
the Weft-Indies terminates only with exift- 
ence; but, in proportion as that to which we 
are acceftar)'" is more fevere, die duty of de- 
fifting from it become''; more urgent. 

Your memorialifts oiierve, and mention 
with plcafure, that this venal cruelty is at 
prefent confmcd to a few ports, and a few 
perfons. H^ncc it becomes more eafy to de- 
ftroy a degrading exception from the general 

dignity 



dignity of out commerce, and to reftore our 
citizens to their former fame, of preferring the 
fpirit of freedom to the delufions of intereft. 
An additional reafon for the legifiative 
interference, now requefled, arifes from the 
natural confequence of the fads already fiig- 
geiied. 

Foreigners, feduced by the example, and 
beUeving that they may commit without re- 
proach, what American citizens commit with 
impunity, avail themfeives of our points to fit 
out their vefTels for the fame traffic. Thus 
we become the accomplices of their offences, 
and partake of the guilt without the mifera- 
ble confoiation of fharing its profits. 

Your memorialifts, therefore, trufting that 
a compliance with their requefl, will not ex- 
ceed the cpnftitutional powers of Congrefs, 
nor injure the interefts or difturb the tran-r 
quiility of any part of the Union, refpedfully 
pray, that a law may be paffed, prohibiting 
the trafHc carred on by citizens of the United 
States for the fupply of fiaves to foreign na- 
tions, and preveoting foreigners from fitting 
out veffels for the ilave-trade ia the ports of 
the United States. 



Refolved, That the Prefident do tranfmit to 
Granville Sharpe, Chairman ©f the Com- 
mittee of the London Society, formed for 

the 
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the purpofe of eiFeding the abolition of the 
flave-tracie, a copy of the proceedings of this 
Convention. 

That the addrefs direded to be prefentecl 
to Congrefs, be iigned by the Prefident of this 
Convention, and attefted by the SccTtaiy ; and 
that the fame be tranfiTiitted, by the Prefident, 
to the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 

That the addrefles to the feveral Legiila- 
tures, be figned and attefted as above menti- 
oned; and be tranfmitted ..to the refpedive 
Prehdents, or Speakers;, of^bne branch of the 
J .i g'-ilature, or laid before the refpedive 
Houfes, in fiich manner as the Prefident of 
this Conveiition lhali find expedient. 

That the addrefs co the people of the 
United States, be figned and attefted as above 
mentioned ; and that the fame be pubiifhed 
in one or more of the news-papers in each 
ftate; and that Uriah TraCy, WilHam Dimlap, 
AViiliaiTi Coxe, junior, Samuel Goates, Jofeph 
Warner, Abraham Ridgiey, and Jofeph 
Townfend, be a committee to procure the 
publication thereof, and to tranfmit the ad- 
drelles to the AboiitionA)cieties. 

That one thoufand five hundred copies of 
the minutes and proceedings of the Conven- 
tion be printed; that one hundred copies be 
lent to eacil|?^of the Abolition Societies now 
cftablifticd ; and that Samuel Coates, Samuel 

P. GrpttSj 



P, Gtxffitts, fal Robeil; Patterfoii, be a com- 
iiut^te, to fiiperiiitejid the publkatioo and 
diflribution of tbe proceedings of this Con- 
vention. 



Puhlijhed hy ordeit of the Convention ^ 
JOHN M^CREE, Sscntaryi. 



Philadelphia J jfali^ry Jib. 1794. 



